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When can you write your paper?  

To publish papers, you are supposed to 

• Have done some research 
–  on a right topic (“3C” roles: complex, compelling and 

comfortable) 

• Have obtained some results 
–  contributions to the area (either wide, or deep, or both) 

• Believe in that your results are worth publishing 
–  confidence about your results (you know the significance)   

• Know the basic skills of writing papers 
– the structure, components, language, etc  

• Wish to publish your paper in a highest-level 
journal it could publish 
–  don’t publish in B-Class journals if it’s of A-class quality 
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Before writing your paper, go through the 
following checklist: 

• What’s the problem you have addressed? 

• Why does it need addressing (significance)? 

• How have you addressed the problem? 

• What are the actual results of the research? 

• What are the contributions to the area? 

• What are the potentials of applying for further 
fundings? 

What can you write? 

You are ready to write your papers if and only 
if you could answer the above questions 
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What factor decides the quality of your paper? 
– The contribution!  

What can you claim to be contributions? 
– Novel (new, compelling, interesting) 

• New but known problems: (1) others cannot do; and (2) 
you have done it.  

• New but unknown problems: (1) others haven’t done; 
and (2) you have done it.  

– Solid (non-trivial, substantial, significant) 
• If you work in a new area, make sure that there is a 

sufficient depth (technical enough) 

• If you extend others’ work, make sure that such an 
extension is not too easy (not obvious) 

The most important factor 
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Where to publish?  

How to find the best journal that matches your contributions?  

Choose a target journal  

Study the target journal  

Read papers in the target 

journal  

Can you write a paper of 

similar quality?  

Prestige (A-class)? Time to 

publish? Attitude of the 

reviewers and editors? 

audience, scope, style, depth,  

width, balance between theory  

and application, etc 

Go to a lower 

journal  

Go to a higher 

journal  

No Yes 

only the papers in your  

specific area 

Can you have similar  

contribution at your best? 

Take your time to select!  
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The publication process: 

Who decides the acceptance? 

You submit a paper 

to an A-class 

journal  

The editor sends the 

paper to 3/4 

referees 

Within 6-18 months you 

get the reviews and 

decision from the editor 

• Who are the most important characters? 
– The referees  

– The editor 

• You will have to make both the referees and 
the editor happy to publish your paper!  

• So how to make them happy? What are the 
tips for increasing the acceptance rate? 



8     

The editor 
What does the editor do? 
• Scan your paper in 5 minutes and evaluate the quality of 

your paper 

• Mostly try hard to find referees agreeing to review the 
paper 

How does the editor find the referees? 
• Find from your reference list 

• Search the internet (e.g. google scholar) 

• Search the database (e.g. ScienceDirect or IEEE library) 

• From his/her colleagues, collaborators, or friends 

So is it possible to  
• impress the editor?  

• make your paper go to your preferred referees? 

Yes, to some extent, you can. 
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Hints: how to impress the editor 
How to give the editor a positive impression? 
• Select a novel yet popular topic of research 

• Have an appealing title 

• Make your paper look neat (better use Latex if your paper contains 
much math) 

• Spend half of the time polishing the abstract and introduction, 
eliminate all typos and grammar errors 

• Co-author with internationally well-known researchers  

• Cite your best papers (not too many, normally 2 or 3) 
 

How to be known by the editor? 
• Be famous by doing high quality research 

• Approach them at the conferences, invite them to give talks (if they are 
in the UK), etc 

• Never decline the review requests from the journals you like to submit 
papers 

• Don’t review too quickly or you will get another one 

• Volunteering to be reviewers (extra load but you will be paid back) 

• Try to be an Associate Editor 
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Hints: How to “fix” the reviewer  

pool for the editor?  
How to “make” the editors choose your 

preferred reviewers in a legal way?  

• Cite relevant papers from authors in your 
network (colleagues, collaborators, etc) 

• If your work is closely related to others’ work, 
approach them and ask for collaboration  
– If they agree, you will publish  

– If they don’t agree, respect their work as they are 
most probably the reviewers 

• Use the keyword to search potential 
reviewers, and 
– Cite their papers, AND  

– Make favourite comments on their work 
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The reviewers 
What are the roles of reviewers? 
• Judge your contribution?  

– No. It’s not their job. 

– You, the author, tell what your contributions are, and 
then convince the reviewers 

• Find reasons to kill/recommend your paper 
 

How do reviewers do? 
• Read your paper quickly in 10 minutes, and has an idea of 

recommending or not 

• Possibly, they have made their decision after reading only 
abstract and introduction 

• Only if your paper is interesting enough, the reviewer will 
give detailed comments 

 

So can you influence the reviewer? Can you make 
the reviewer feel guilty to reject your paper? 
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How to “help” the reviewer? 
If the reviewer is from your network, you will have 

a peace of mind;  
– This does happen sometimes  

If the reviewer is your “enemy”,  you are done; 
– Very rare the case. Try to avoid it  

Now let’s assume that the reviewer is fair 
(unbiased, no conflict of interest) 

So how to give the fair reviewer an easy time? 

• In the introduction, make the story (tell the 
reviewer why the paper is interesting and 
important in maximum two pages) 

• In the introduction, claim your contributions 
and then prove it in the text. 

• It would be dangerous to leave the reviewer to 
find/guess your contributions.  
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How to make the story? – the 

introduction 
• Spend half of your time writing and polishing the 

introduction 

• What should be included in the introduction?  
– What is the research area? (briefly from wide to narrow) 

– Why is the area important? (the impacts) 

– State-of-the-art of the area (detailed literature review) 

– What has not been done and Why? (too wide, too deep?)  

– What’s the problem to be addressed? 

– Why does it need addressing? (The fact that nobody had 
done it is NOT a good reason) 

– How will the problem be addressed? (summary of 
techniques) 

– What are the contributions? (novel and solid) 

• Use plain English to clarify 
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How to claim your contributions?  

• Ask yourself whether you are able to list your contributions? 
– If yes, go ahead to publish your paper 

– If no, go back to do research of higher quality  

• How many times and where should you mention your 
contributions in your paper? 
– Four times! 

– In the abstract, the introduction, the text, and the conclusion.  

• In the introduction, you spell out your contributions 
– Itemize all your substantial contributions 

– Be honest 

• In the text, you justify your contributions 
– Every time when you have something “unusual”, write a 

remark/discussion to “amplify” it 

– Explain why you think it’s a contribution 

• How can a reviewer reject your paper if you could justify 
you have enough non-trivial contributions? 
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Polish your paper  

• Getting a paper published requires A LOT 
of polishing of the text 

• Everybody writes, REWRITES, and 
REWRITES the paper again, especially 
abstract, introduction, conclusions 

• Leave the paper for some weeks before 
submitting and get a fresh perspective (to 
rewrite it yet again) 

• Hold seminars; get feedback from senior 
colleagues; incorporate the good ones 

• Submit you paper only when it looks 
“professional” – not from a rookie 
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How do you respond when 

minor/major revision is required?  
• Carefully consider all the points raised by the 

reviewers and the editor 
– They have spent time on your manuscript 

• Make the requested changes only if you consider 
that these changes are appropriate 

• Explain in a letter to the editor why you did not 
make the changes 
– You will need good reasons 

• In your letter, for each comment from the 
reviewers, list what it is, what your response is, 
AND where you have changed in your paper 
– The editor/reviewers may not read your original/revised 

paper, but just the “response to reviewers” 
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What if your paper has been rejected 

with/without an invitation to resubmit? 

• Carefully consider the critical points 
– Use the critical points to improve your paper 

– If there is a misunderstanding, it’s your fault. Try to make it clearer. 

– If you are unable to handle a comment, say this will be a topic of your 
future research (don’t use it too often) 

– If the criticism are obviously unfair, ignore it (some referees are just 
jealous, some referees reject all papers) 

• Revise your paper 
– Resubmit it to the same journal (if invited to do so) 

– Choose an alternative journal (if not invited to resubmit)  

• Never submit your paper to an alternative journal without 
appropriate revision 
– A good paper deserves two resubmissions.  

– So don’t be upset if you have two rejections. 

– Just revise and resubmit 

– However, if you have three rejections for the same paper, you need to 
rethink about your contribution   

– Your paper may end up in the hands of the same reviewers 
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Summary: What to do next? 

• Choose a right topic that satisfies the 

“3C” principle 

• Do good quality research 

• Write a paper in which you 

– Claim and prove your contribution 

– Impress the editor 

– Have it reviewed by your preferred/fair 

reviewer 

• Have fun with researching and write one 

A-Class paper per year 
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The end 


